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Hazmat challenge initiates new technology 


hree state agencies joined forces to 

develop a new procedure to biologically 
treat contaminated soils to acceptable 
disposal levels. The ODOT, Oregon Depart- 
ment of Environmental Quality and Oregon - 
State University partnership also saved the 
state $1.5 million in cleanup costs, based on 
initial disposal cost estimates, using the new 

_ biotechnology. 

Nearly 10 years ago, the Baldock mainte- 
nance crew discovered that containers holding 
chlorinated-herbicides had leaked and then 
leached into the soil beneath an herbicide 
storage shed. The chemicals, no longer used 
due to their environmental consequences, 
contaminated a large area surrounding the 
shed site. 

Environmental consultant AGRA Earth & Envi- 
ronmental, Inc. was hired in 1991 to determine the 
extent of the contamination and make cleanup 
recommendations that would meet state and federal 
regulatory requirements. 

“Region 1’s Hazmat Program was just getting off 
the ground,” said Region Hazmat Coordinator Hank 
Schmid. “AGRA was brought on as part of the initial 
startup of that program. It was a perfect opportunity. 
ODOT needed an environmental consultant to assess 
the contamination problem and AGRA already had 
an ODOT contract.” 


Where do you send contaminated soil? 


Approximately 150 cubic yards of soil, enough to 
fill nearly 15 dump trucks, was judged to be severely 
contaminated with chlorinated herbicide com- 
pounds that required containment to eliminate the 
risk of further exposure. For the short term, AGRA 
~ proposed that the soils be stored in specially designed 
steel containers and housed undercover. DEQ agreed 
with the assessment and approved the site cleanup 
and storage recommendations. 

Soil decontamination, long-term storage and 
disposal questions remained unanswered. 

Several methods of handling contaminated soil 
were available, including transporting the material to 
an authorized disposal site. Oregon has authorized 
disposal sites in Hillsboro and Arlington for specific 
contaminants, but neither could take this contami- 
nated soil in 1991. Besides, ODOT’s 150 cubic yards 
of contaminated soil was far too contaminated for 
transporting. 

- The soil could have been thermally treated by 
feeding it into an incinerator that burns off the 
pollutant. The cost to thermal treat it and to make it 
transportable, was $2 million. But the nearest 
incinerator authorized to treat this type of hazardous 
waste is in Kansas, and the soil couldn’t be trans- 
ported to begin with. 


Inside... 


Who knows what this winter’s 


~ weather will do, but a few tips 
can make driving safer. 


Consultants load the biotechnology treated soil onto trucks for 
the trip to Idaho for long-term storage. 


ODOT approached Dr. Ken Williamson, an OSU 
professor in civil engineering and director of training 
and technology transfer at the school’s Western 
Region Hazardous Substance Research Center. 
Could he develop a cost-effective soil decontamina- 
tion process that would meet DEQ requirements? 


Finding another alternative 


The simple answer was, yes. The complicated part 
was Carrying out Williamson’s 3-year, 3-phase plan 
that included controlled laboratory studies; design- 
ing, fabricating and testing a soil-filled treatment 
container; and designing a treatment system and 
plan for the remaining containers. 


“These types of field studies are exactly what 
our research center likes to do,” said 
Williamson. “They allow use of new scientific 
research results.” 

Though very resistant to chemical and 
biochemical degradation, the chlorinated 
compounds in the contaminated soil could be 
reduced to levels acceptable for disposal by 
using new biotechnology. The process involves 
introducing vitamin-and-mineral-fed sewage 
sludge bacteria, and is carried out under 
precise, controlled conditions. 

Dr. Williamson field-tested his method on 
one of the containers. Several of the contami- 
nants biodegraded within a few months. 
Working closely with Dr. Williamson, AGRA 
designed, installed and began operation of the 
treatment system. Operation began in September 
1996 resulting in successful bioremediation of more 
than half the containers within several months. 

“Tt’s not a perfect solution,” said Schmid. “We’d all 
like this stuff to just go away. But it’s a responsible, 
safe solution — one that will protect the environ- 
ment for the least amount of money.” 

The overall assessment, cleanup and disposal effort 
cost ODOT approximately $500,000. ODOT expects 
to have all contaminated soils treated and trans- 
ported to an authorized disposal site in Idaho, where 
storage costs were less than Oregon sites, by June 
1998. (Written by Kathy Conrad, Region 1 public 
information representative, 503/731-8264. )w 


Commission requests information before 
making decision to delay highway projects 


he Oregon Transportation Commission 

at their November meeting asked staff to 
provide additional information about the impacts of 
stopping development work on approximately 40 
highway projects as requested by Gov. John 
Kitzhaber at the commission’s October meeting. 

The commission is expected to make a final 

decision at its December or January meeting. 

Commissioners specifically asked staff members 

to provide the following information regarding 
highway modernization projects that would be 
affected by the decision: 

p Recommendations on whether some mod- 
ernization projects would be exempt, such as 
projects with federal funding, demonstration 
projects or projects with local or private 
funding. 

p Anestimate of time needed to move each 
project from the development stage to con- 
struction. 


A performance audit underway looks 
at ODOT. Read Cam Gilmour's guest 
column for the specifics. 


p Analysis of whether currently funded projects 
would be jeopardized if future phases of those 
projects were stopped. 

p Areview of the impacts to right-of-way issues. 

p Possible ramifications to ODOT staff and 
consultant contracts for engineering and de- 
sign services. 

Commissioners received a list of 38 projects 
totaling nearly $400 million that could be affected by 
the decision. The list resulted from recent work by 
ODOT regional staff to cut back a list totaling more 
than $500 million earlier this year. 

Commission Chair Henry Hewitt said that com- 
munity leaders statewide have agreed that ODOT 
should focus on preserving the existing system. 

Gov. Kitzhaber in his October letter told the 
commission: “It makes no sense to design new 
roads, interchanges and other facilities, no matter 
how badly they are needed, if we do not have the 
resources to maintain the roads we already have.” w 


The department's 1-888-ASK-ODOT 
lineé marks two months of service with 
206 calls. 


What’s new this winter? 
New chain and traction rules in effect for winter driving 


Numbers and www addresses to know 


ODOT/OSP Road Condition Report 
In-state 800/977-6368 

Out-of-state 503/588-2941 

Weather Forecasts and River Projections 
National Weather Service 
503/261-9246 


National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration 
http://iwin.nws.noaa.gov/iwin/or/or.html 


Army Corps of Engineers (River Levels) 


http://nppwm | .npp.usace.army.mil/graphics/ 
willamette/willamette. html 


National Weather Service — OSU weather 
forecasts and warnings 


http://www.ocs.orst.edu/forecasts_or.html 


McKenzie Pass closed Nov. 19 


The McKenzie Pass Highway 
was closed Nov. 19 in preparation 
for winter snows. Winter condi- 
tions make the historic pass 
difficult to maintain once snow 
builds to a significant level. With 
cold, wet conditions expected, 
ODOT decided to close the pass 
before public safety was jeopar- 
dized. 

The earliest closing date for the 
pass was Oct. 19 in 1979 and 
1985. The latest closure was Jan 
10, 1939. The earliest opening 
date was March 21, 1934, and the 
latest opening date was July 18, 
1964. 


WW snow threatening many of Oregon’s high- 
elevation snow zones, signs have been posted to tell 
motorists when they need chains or traction tires to travel 
through those areas. 

Doug Tindall, ODOT Field Services manager, said the 
state’s chain and traction law should be less confusing this 
winter following approval of new regulations by the 1997 
Legislature. The new laws and rules went into effect Nov. 1 
and apply to all highways throughout Oregon. 

When a sign reads: 


p Carry chains or traction tires — chains or studded 
tires must be with the vehicle but not necessarily in 
place. 

p Chains required on vehicles towing or over 10,000 
GVW — refers to large trucks, and vehicles towing 
or being towed. 

p Chains required, traction tires allowed on vehicles 
under 10,000 GVW — means that vehicles over 
10,000 GVW must use chains and passenger ve- 
hicles must have chains or studded tires installed on 
vehicles in order to continue. 


“What the law change has done is eliminate the term 
‘traction devices’ from our winter chain regulations and 
replaced it with the word chains,” said Tindall. “This 
should make the requirements less confusing for motor- 
ists.” 

‘Chains’ include link chains, cable chains or any other 
device specifically designed to increase traction in snow 
and ice conditions that attaches to the wheel, vehicle, or 
outside the tire. A ‘traction tire’ is defined as a studded tire. 

The studded tire season will be a month shorter begin- 
ning this year. The 1997 Legislature shortened the period 


Sno-Park permit fees rise 


f you like to play in the snow, ski, snowboard, or 

snowmobile, Oregon’s Sno-Park permit program 
makes sure that you will be able to park at your favorite 
winter recreation areas. The Oregon Transportation 
Commission approved an increase in Sno-Park permit 
fees early this fall. 

There are three types of permits available. 

p A$10 annual permit. 

p A $3.50 permit good for three consecutive days, 

and 

p A $2 daily permit. 

You must have a valid Sno-Park permit displayed in 
the windshield of your vehicle if you park in designated 
winter recreation parking areas between Nov. 15 and 
April 30. Each of these areas is posted with signs identi- 
fying them as a Winter Recreation Area. You will find 
Sno-Parks in all mountain passes of the state as well as 
most recognized ski, snowmobile and snow play areas. 

Permits are sold at all DMV offices and by permit 
agents in resorts, sporting goods stores and other retail 
outlets. Agents are allowed to charge up to an additional 
50 cents for each permit they sell. 

Sno-Park permits issued by Washington, California 
and Idaho are honored in Oregon, and Oregon permits 
are honored in those states. Parking in an Oregon Sno- 
Park without a permit may result in a $10 fine, so be 
sure to obtain a permit and display it in your vehicle. 


partnership with local television stations. 


from April 30 to April 1 to reduce the amount of roadway 
damage. The season began Nov. 1. 

“Oregon’s highways sustain about $1.5 million in damage 
every week during the studded tire season,” Tindall said. 
“That is why we usually rely on our maintenance forces to 
keep roads passable rather than extend the time drivers are 
allowed to use studded tires.” 

In addition to signs, some areas of the state will use 
lighted variable message signs to advise drivers about 
chaining up. 

Tindall said the Oregon Transportation Commission 
plans to develop criteria that could give drivers additional 
options to chains or studded tires. (Written by Ron Scheele, 
Region 1 public information representative, 541/731-8263.) 7 


Winter Driving Checklist 


ah raveling in Oregon’s snow country can be hazard- 
ous, especially if you are caught in a severe snow- 
storm. As you plan your holiday travels, review the 
following winter driving tips from ODOT maintenance 
crews, the people who know winter driving better than 
anyone else in the state. You never know when winter 
weather may strike. 


p Be aware of plows and sanders. Because they only 
travel about 30 mph you will tend to come up on 
them quickly. 

p Do not pass plows and sanders if you do not have 
to; they will periodically pull over to let traffic 
pass. 

p Never pass snowplows on the right — on highways 
it is illegal. On freeways many snowplows have 
‘wing’ plows that can stick out over eight feet from 
the right side of the truck. 

p Think twice before passing snow plows and sand- 
ers. Just because you have good traction behind _ 

~ them does not mean you will have good traction 
in front of them. 

p Stay at least four car lengths behind snowplows 
and sanders to avoid blowing snow and flying 
rock and gravel. 

p Beaware of temperature variations. Ice at 30 de- 
grees is twice as slippery as ice at 0 degrees. 

p Don’t leave home if you don’t have to. 

p Ifyou do leave home, give yourself plenty of extra 
time. Speed limits are set for dry conditions. Trav- 
eling on dry pavement at 20 mph you can nor- 
mally stop your car in 21 feet — on ice it takes 195 
feet. 

p Have adequate tires for the conditions. When 
traveling through snow zones, have either studded 
tires or carry tire chains or cables. Studded tires 
are legal in Oregon between Nov. | and April 1. 

p Beaware of ice on bridges and in shaded areas. 

p Ifyou go into a skid, take your foot off the accel- 
erator and do not apply the brake. Hold the steer- 
ing wheel firmly and steer gently into the skid. 

p Wear your safety belt at all times. It is the law. 
Remember: No amount of plowing or sanding can 
take the place of responsible vehicle operation. 


Although power service to the camera was damaged in early November and was off line 
for several days, ODOT’s Santiam Pass camera on the Internet is a big hit with the public. 
The image to the left is a photo of what appears on a computer screen when web surfers 
access http://www.odot.state.or.us/region4/cameras.htm. Travelers, skiers, emergency 
response crews, police and others will be able to see weather and traffic conditions on the 
U.S. 20 pass before they hit the road. Launched Oct. 20 as part of ODOT’s web redesign, 
the site had 8,144 visitors by Nov. 6. Bend Area Maintenance Manager Dave Neys, who 
initiated the camera project, said he has received 16 pages of positive e-mail comments . 

Thanks to a partnership with Bend Cable, ODOT shares three cameras in busy Central 
Oregon locations, and the ODOT website captures still images every five minutes. The 
Portland area will have a series of traffic cameras available on the web this month under a 


Repairs to Arch Cape Tunnel forces four-month 
closure of U.S. 101 — community prepares 


he countdown to another major highway closure 
continues to tick away on the north Oregon coast. 

ODOT will close U.S. 101 between Cannon Beach and 
Manzanita in January while a contractor repairs the Arch 
Cape Tunnel. The four-month closure will be the second 
long-term closure for that section of highway in the past 
two years. ODOT closed the highway for five months in 
late 1995 and early 1996 to stabilize a slide-prone section 
of Neahkahnie Mountain. 

The impending closure has area residents wary, but 
ODOT is taking steps to make sure the contractor stays 
on schedule, according to Project Manager Tom Falls. 

“T can understand the local peoples’ sensitivity to this 
upcoming closure,” said Falls. “Getting this project done 
on time — or even a little early — is very important to 
re-establishing our credibility. We’re going to do every- 
thing in our power to make sure that happens.” 

ODOT has taken several steps to make sure the project 
finishes on time, if not before. For example, the depart- 
ment has written a financial incentive for early comple- 
tion into the contract. For each day the contractor 
completes the project early, ODOT will pay a $10,000 
bonus. On the other hand, the contractor will pay 
ODOT $10,000 for each day the project runs past the 
scheduled completion day. 

Another key to keeping to the closure schedule will be 
to avoid unnecessary delays. For example, ODOT will 
establish a Disputes Review Board for the project. The 
three-member panel will help resolve disputes that may 
arise between ODOT and the contractor. Although rare, 
serious disputes can lead to a contractor stopping work 
on a project until the dispute is resolved. The board will 
consist of three members, one selected by ODOT, one 
selected by the contractor and the third agreed upon by 
both. The board will be given the charge to fairly and 
impartially consider disputes and provide a written 
recommendation to both parties. 

ODOT also will arrange an on-site visit by the Oregon 
Occupational Safety and Health Division before the 


ODOT prepares 
U.S. 20 closure strategy 


DOT has adopted a strategy for rerouting traffic 

around an oft-closed section of the Santiam 
Highway between the Willamette Valley and central 
Oregon that will free up more workers to clean up slides 
or clear snow from the highway. 

The strategy includes installing permanent advisory 
signs and gates that maintenance crews can close to divert 
traffic while they are cleaning up slides or heavy snowfall. 

“We need to find ways of diverting traffic without 
having to assign one of our maintenance workers to a 
roadblock 24 hours a day,” said Bob Woods, District 
Maintenance manager. “The more workers we can use to 
attack the problem, the faster we'll get the highway open.” 

“Over the past several winters we have routinely had to 
close U.S. 20 east of Sweet Home due to snow, mud slides, 
or other falling debris,” said Woods. “This entire area has 
a history of being very unstable geologically, and at times 
of severe rainfall, we have experienced multiple slides and 
washouts of the highway.” 

ODOT devised the strategy after meeting with local 
communities, the U.S. Forest Service, and local property 
owners following an internal review by the department. 
To avoid unnecessary travel, ODOT crews have placed 
new advisory signs on all highways leading to U.S. 20 to 
alert the public to closures. ODOT also has installed gates 
on the highway near Soda Fork Rd. (approximately 21 
miles east of Sweet Home) and at the U.S. 26/Ore. 126 Jct. 
(approximately 28 miles west of Sisters). Warning signs 
will alert motorists prior to each road closure gate. This is 
the only location where gates are proposed in the dis- 
trict.w 


project starts. By meeting with Oregon OSHA and the 
contractor to discuss safety issues before they arise, 
ODOT can avoid the possibility of a safety-related 


shutdown. 


An active public outreach campaign is continuing, 
with local residents helping to design the signing plan 


for the detour. ODOT also 
spent nearly $1 million last 
summer to complete a 
repaving project on 
Oregon 53, the designated 
detour route. An ODOT 
striping crew repainted the 
center lines and fog lines 
and maintenance crews 
added gravel to the 
shoulders of the highway 
to bring the shoulders level 
with the pavement. 

“Our strategy for this 
project is pretty simple,” 
said Chuck Curtis, District 
1 manager. “Hire a compe- 
tent, experienced contrac- 
tor, provide them with an 
excellent design, and then 
do everything you can to 
minimize delays. Do that, 
and then top it off with a 
financial incentive to get 
the job done early, and I’m 
satisfied we’re doing our 
best to get the job done on 
time and keep our promise 
to the residents of the 
Nehalem Bay area.” 
(Written by Dave Davis, 
Region 2 public information 
representative, 503/986- 
3426.) 


School bells ring at a different spot 
for Fire Mountain students 


f the children can’t come to the school, ODOT will bring 

the school to the children! 

That’s the innovative solution to a thorny problem facing 
the students of Fire Mountain School, a small private school 
located just north of Manzanita, when ODOT closes U.S. 101 
for repairs to the Arch Cape Tunnel. 

While the school is located south of Arch Cape, 21 of the 22 
students live north of the tunnel. That leaves parents with 
only two options for getting their children to school. One is 
taking a 30-mile detour around the closed section of highway 
by way of the Necanicum River Highway. The second is 
hiking around Arch Cape. During a five-month closure of 
U.S. 101 in 1995, most parents actually preferred the hike. 

The Arch Cape Tunnel project will be different. After 
researching the problem, ODOT’s Right of Way Section 
determined the department could pay to temporarily relocate 
the school closer to the students. 

During the closure, Fire Mountain School will relocate to 
the Community Presbyterian Church in Cannon Beach. The 
department will pay the rent and for the cost of installing 
additional telephone lines into the building. 

“ODOT’s Right-of-Way Section is deeply concerned about 
the impact of our projects on the local community,” said Dee 
Jones, manager of ODOT’s Right of Way Section. “From our 
point of view, temporarily relocating the Fire Mountain 
School is the right thing to do in terms of making sure these 
children can get to school safely and with the least amount of 
disturbance. We were very pleased we were able to help them 
in this way.” (Written by Dave Davis, Region 2 public informa- 
tion representative, 503/986-3426.) w 


ODOT garnered three of six Recycler of the Year awards sponsored by the 
Department of Administrative Services. Above, Jullee Reynolds, center, and 
Jeff Moorehead, right, accept their award for waste prevention from DAS 
Director Jon Yunker. Reynolds and Moorehead designed a plan to screen 
Region 1 street sweepings and reuse them. The savings totaled $750,000. 
DMV’s Sharon Safina walked off with the award for education for her efforts 
to educate and keep employees informed on recycling. Safina is DMV’s 
recycling coordinator and produces the “Waste Not Want Not” newsletter. 
The special project award went to Support Services Salem Repair Facility for 
reusing old dump truck beds. Featured in the August TranScript, the project 


saved ODOT $215,000. 


‘Gaee t column 


Audit focuses on ODOT’s sources and uses of funds 


Cam Gilmour 


Questions concerning the audit 
should be directed to Cam Gilmour, 
Finance and Administration 
Operations manager, 503/986-3867. 


he Secretary of State’s Audit Division is conducting 

a performance audit of ODOT. The audit was 
originally a provision of House Bill 3748B, the transpor- 
tation revenue bill, which was defeated late last session. 
Legislators however, asked for an audit during the 
interim before the 1999 session. ODOT welcomes the 
opportunity to have an outside party look at our pro- 
grams and procedures and to identify areas where we 
might improve. 

The first step taken by the Audits Division was a 
survey of interested parties, including local government 
officials, to find out which subjects concerned legislators 
and others. The Audits Division also wanted to identify 
areas that would benefit from a performance audit. 

The survey process identified several areas of interest. 
During the legislative session, there was discussion 
about where ODOT gets its money and where those 
funds go. So, it was no surprise to find out that there 
was great interest centered around information regard- 
ing ODOT’s sources and uses of funds. The survey 
showed that lawmakers want clarification of the total 
amount of highway funding received and how the funds 
are allocated. 


Those surveyed requested information about how 
much money goes to highway construction, maintenance 
and local assistance. Lawmakers and local officials are 
interested in knowing about trends in funding, spending, 
service levels and road conditions, as well as compliance 
with statutory requirements. The performance audit will 
help ODOT answer those questions. 

The second area of concern is agency administrative 
costs. The audit will review overhead costs on all funds 
received and overhead assessments. ODOT’s current 
administrative costs are 6.1 percent of the agency budget. 

The third priority of the performance audit is the 
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program. This 
program touches all Oregonians. Auditors will look at 
our project delivery system to determine how well 
project schedules and costs are met, as well as reasons for 
delays in contracting STIP projects. 

Three other areas identified for review will be audited, 
if time permits. Those areas include local use of highway 
funds, contracting and procurement, and construction 
project development and design. 

We expect the audit results to be available by July 1998. 


New ODOT strategy ties transportation to land use 


ODOT in hidtor 


ransportation, land use and growth. How will 

ODOT deal with these three emerging critical issues 
for Oregon, especially in a time of constrained transporta- 
tion funding while the economy and population are 
booming? 

Several answers are contained in a discussion draft, 
Strategy for Integrating Transportation and Land Use, that 
has been released by the Oregon Transportation Commis- 
sion for review by transportation partners. The draft 
culminates several months of commission and internal 


eastern Oregon. This route recently was designated as part of the Elkhorn Drive Scenic Byway. 
Date of the photo unknown. 
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ODOT workshops and discussions. 

“Tt will be even more important to use this strategy when 
revenues are scarce,” said Jane Cease, manager of ODOT’s 
Quality Communities Program. 

She noted that the commission has drafted the strategy in 
response to Gov. John Kitzhaber’s directive that ODOT 
play a stronger role in growth management. The discussion 
draft has been distributed broadly. ODOT staff members 
also are meeting with local governments and groups. 

“All these people will be affected by the implementation 
of the strategy, so it’s important to get their feedback now,” 
Cease said. 

Cease said the strategy provides direction from the 
commission to ODOT staff for implementing the goals and 
policies of the Oregon Transportation Plan into daily 
operations in planning, project development and all 
transportation investments. 

“Many ODOT staff members will be involved in 
fleshing out the work program before the strategy is 
implemented,” Cease said. 

The strategy will direct ODOT staff to work with 
communities to develop a balanced transportation 
system. Such a system will promote compact develop- 
ment, development of vacant land within cities and 
redevelopment in community centers inside urban 
growth boundaries. The transportation system will limit 
highway access and strip development in other areas, 
especially urban fringes and at interchanges. This 
limitation preserves the through-traffic highway function 
between communities. 

The strategy statement is backed up by a list of actions 
that ODOT will take to implement the strategy. Many 
actions will rely on close working relationships with other 
state agencies — particularly the Department of Land 
Conservation and Development — and local govern- 
ment, Cease said. 

For more information or a complete copy of the draft 
strategy, contact Cease at 503/986-4163. (Written by 
Monte Turner, Transportation Development Branch public 
information representative, 503/986-4180.) w 


Awards presented at Traffic Safety Conference 


DOT employees past and present were recog- 

nized at the Annual Traffic Safety Conference 
held last month. Awards were presented by the Alli- 
ance for Community Traffic Safety in Oregon and 
ODOT. ACTS Oregon is a non-profit, membership 
organization of community-based traffic safety pro- 
grams and traffic safety advocates. 


p Mike Spaeth, Grants Pass — Outstanding Engi- 
neering Effort Award. An ODOT maintenance 
manager, Spaeth was recognized for improve- 
ments to various streets and highways, develop- 
ment of a traffic safety corridor on Highway 
199, placement of school zone signs and coor- 
dination with the Josephine County Traffic 
Safety Advisory Board. 

p Ed Marges, Salem — Outstanding Leadership 
in Community Traffic Safety. For six years, prior 
to his retirement last summer, Marges managed 
ODOT?’s Transportation Safety Section. He was 
honored for supporting local traffic safety efforts 
in communities statewide and for promoting an 
emphasis on safety within ODOT. 

p Jeff Drago, Portland. The retired ODOT em- 
ployee has volunteered at numerous traffic 
safety displays, school presentations and high 
school driver education classes. Drago devel- 
oped a traffic safety video for the presentations 
at his own expense. He serves as a member of 
the board of Team Safety, which consists of Or- 
egon-based motorsports teams that promote 
driving safety. 

p ODOT Accident Data Unit, Salem. The unit 
combined three major crash data programs into 
one. This has provided higher quality and more 
up-to-date information. The program analyzed 
more than 52,000 traffic crashes and handled 
about 7,000 information requests combining 
three crash data programs last year. w 


From left to right, past Accident Data 
Unit manager and current 
Transportation Safety Section 
Manager Troy Costales and interim 
Accident Data Manager Rod Ulberg 
accept a plaque on behalf of the 
employees involved in the efforts. 
Tracey Barnett of the FHWA, and 
until recently assigned to ODOT 
Transportation Safety on a 
developmental position, and Perry 
Chandler of the National Highway 
Transportation Safety Administration 
are also pictured. 


Citizens call 1-888-ASK-ODOT for answers 


he department’s 1-888-ASK-ODOT line fielded 206 
calls during the first two months of service. 
According to Citizen Representative Berri Sellers, she and 
coworker Cheryl Taylor received 112 calls in September 
and 94 calls in October. Sellers said they keep track of the 


maintenance issues have increased 
since the rains have hit. 

Sellers said that ODOT is 
looking at new ways to publicize 
the 1-888-ASK-ODOT line. w 


call contents and have categorized them into seven areas. 
“So far, DMV issues are the top concerns, accounting for 


27 percent of our calls,” Sellers said. “A 
number of those calls pertain to license 
suspensions.” 

Studded tire season brought calls A." 
from citizens wanting to voice = 
their opinions about the 
timeframe when studded tires 
are allowed. Truck drivers also 
called about chain regulations. 
Safety-related calls regarding paint 
stripes on highways and winter 
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Break-away sign posits debut in eastern Oregon 


N ew break-away sign posts that are more environmen- 


tally friendly, straighter, safer, and substantially cheaper 


to maintain than wood sign posts will soon line southeast 
Oregon highways. 

The posts consist of a metal bottom mount placed in 
concrete, a thin metal slip plate, and a metal top mount that 
contains most of the sign post and the sign. The metal posts 
have less impact on the environment than treated wood 
posts, and because the posts are metal and mounted in 
concrete they never warp or lean. 

Chuck Perry, District 14 Sign supervisor, said that al- 


Information at your fingertips 


though the break-away posts cost slightly more to install than 


wooden posts — $21 versus $18 — he figures he can reduce 


maintenance costs, both materials and labor, about 86 percent 


by using them. 


So far only one demonstration post has been installed, but 
Perry has ordered 100 more test posts. If they prove effective, 
he hopes to eventually have all of District 14’s 6,700 installa- 


tions fitted. 


For more information on savings related to break-away sign 
posts contact Perry at 541/473-2592. (Written by Scott Fairley, 
Region 5 public information representative, 541/963-1330.) w 


Outreach calendar keeps track of ODOT public meetings 


DOT?’s latest information tool, the Public 

Involvement /Outreach Calendar, is now 
available on the Intranet at http:// 
intranet.odot.state.or.us/comm/involve/ 
calendar.htm. The calendar helps the depart- 
ment track how often we meet with the public 
and will help prevent conflicting meeting 
schedules. The calendar also is on the 
department’s Internet page for those interesteted 
in attending ODOT public involvement oppor- 
tunities. 

The calendar provides the following informa- 

tion for each outreach and involvement activity. 


Date and time 
Topic and event 
Group 

Location 

Speaker 

Region or branch 
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p ODOT contact 
p Whether the event is open to the public 


Public Involvement Calendar Guidelines 


The following are some guidelines to assist you 


in knowing what should or should not be posted: 


What to include: 


p Public meetings and hearings 

p Branch and region speeches 

p Oregon Transportation Commission 
meetings 

Ground breaking and ribbon cuttings 
Transportation events 
Transportation conferences 

Project tours 

Open houses 

Advisory committees 

Internal outreach 

Round table 
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> Executive staff 
p Expanded staff 
p Other major branch and region meetings 


Do not include: 


p Individual appointments of any type 

p Project team meetings 

p Working groups 

p Interim process meetings 

p Holidays 

p Birthdays or retirements 

p Training 

p Personal milestone 

There will be many questions about what does 

or does not belong. Please forward questions to 

p Pamela Rounsley, Public Involvement, 
503/986-4092 

p Ed Schoaps, Outreach, 503/986-3425 

p Rachel Knowles, General questions or 
comments, 503/986-4367. 
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Te i1tions 


Appointments 


Connie Blank, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

Josie Cardwell, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Robert Cash, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Arlington. 

Guillermo Castillo, motor vehicle representative 
1, Madras. 

John Coleman, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Vale. 

Connie Collins, office specialist 2, Portland. 


Virginia Cromwell, highway maintenance special- 


ist/entry, Spray. 

Stephen Dickey, executive support specialist 1, 
Salem. 

Andrea Gaona, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

Evie Price Gannon, motor vehicle representative 
1, Hillsboro. 

Donna Garrison, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Bend. 

Larry Harriger, highway maintenance specialist, 
Arlington. 


Promotions 


Walter Bartel, principal executive/manager E to 
principal executive/manager F, Portland. 

Paul Brown, engineering specialist 3 to associate 
transportation engineer, Hermiston. 

Troy Costales, principal executive/manager D to 
principal executive/manager E, Salem. 

Melissa Fox, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Mark Friesen, highway maintenance specialist to 
highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 
Salem. 


Retirements 


Antonio Garcia, highway maintenance worker, Portland, retired in 


October after 5 years of service. 


Leon Luck, highway maintenance worker, Roseburg, retired in September 


after 7 years of service. 


James Harris, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Albany. 

Shon Heern, associate transportation engineer, 
Eugene. 

Earl Holt, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Prospect. 

Sheryl Jonasson, personnel officer 2, Salem. 

Thomas Kammerer, transportation engineer 1, 
Salem. 

Palageya Karayel, motor vehicle representative 
1, Woodburn. 

Darick Kennedy, highway maintenance special- 
ist/entry, Prospect. 

Jeffrey Kerr, highway maintenance specialist, 
Milwaukie. 

Debbie Lucas, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Tracey Ludvik, public information representa- 
tive 2, Salem. 

Nancy McCormick, transportation engineer 1, 
Bend. 

Eric Moore, program technician 1, Salem. 

Robert Richardson, electrician, Klamath Falls. 

Shane Richardson, highway maintenance 
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Shane Giffin, highway maintenance specialist to 
administrative specialist 2, Lakeview. 

Harry Morgan, public service representative 4 to 
principal executive/manager A, Salem. 

Henry Ng, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Sean Parker, engineering specialist 3 to associate 
transportation engineer, Eugene. 

Lloyd Pratt, motor carrier enforcement officer 2 
to public service representative 4, Burns. 

Susana Rizo, motor vehicle representative 1 to 
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specialist/entry, Canyonville. 

Rodney Robertson, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Meacham. 

Paul Rogers, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Michael Rose, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Salem. 

Peter Schuchman, engineering specialist 2, 
Eugene. 

Lisa Slocum, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Bend. 

LaDonna Stone, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

Randal Thomas, program technician 2, Salem. 

Kent Tiller, highway maintenance specialist, 
Milwaukie. 

George Vaughan, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Lincoln City. 

Jon Walton, program technician 1, Salem. 

Diana Wassom, Office specialist 2, Salem. 

Linda Wood, office specialist 1, Bend. 

Lawrence Wong, fiscal coordinator 2, Salem. 

William Wright, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 


motor vehicle representative 2, Medford. 

Jeffrey Tomlinson, engineering specialist 2 to 
information systems specialist 5, Salem. 

Verna Waelty, office specialist 1 to public service 
representative 3, Salem. 

Robert Wattman, engineering specialist 3 to 
associate transportation engineer, Milwaukie. 

Sean White, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Michael Wolfe, Jr., project coordinator to execu- 
tive analyst 4, Salem. 


Richard Marcy, right-of-way agent 1, Salem, retired in October after 5 years 


of service. 


17 years of service. 


Year 2000 Project update 


It’s time to count your microchips 


NS of Nov. 1, there are only 564 business days 
until the Year 2000. So, do you know where 
your embedded systems are? Do you know how 
many you have and if they are affected by the 
century date change? Do you even know what an 
embedded system is? 

Don’t worry, just be aware. This month, 
ODOT?’s Year 2000 Project office will begin 
taking stock of ODOT’s embedded chip devices 
that may not work properly in the Year 2000. 
ODOT is the first Oregon state agency to assess 


the impact of the century date change on embed- 


ded devices. 


ODOT business could be affected in many ways. 


“At this point we’re not sure of the identity of 
all the instruments that will be affected and the 
subsequent impact on ODOT business,” accord- 
ing to Y2K Liaison Manager Steve Brook. 

Embedded microchips are loaded with infor- 
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mation providing instructions for operating 
certain equipment or machinery. This includes 
fire control and security systems, automobiles, 
copy machines, traffic lights and phone 
systems. The Y2K Project office has already 
identified information technology systems, 
such as computer processing systems and work 
stations, that need upgrading to accommodate 
the Year 2000. 

Embedded systems differ from information 
technology systems in that the microprocessor 
chip that stores information is inseparable 
from its system or software. The problems for 
embedded devices operating after Jan. 1, 2000 
involves events that are programmed for 
specific dates, or events that happen in cycles 
measured in hours, minutes or seconds. Year 
numbers are the basis for these calculations. 

Remedies for obsolete chips are still being 


Shirley St. John, support services supervisor 2, Salem, retired in October after 


Richard Wilson, highway maintenance specialist, Madras, retired in October 
after 8 years of service. 


determined, but could involve adapting or 
replacing the part containing a microchip, a 
circuit board or an entire piece of equipment. 

“Once the inventory is complete and a method 
of remediation selected, then the cost to upgrade 
the devices can be determined,” said Brook. “That 
should be known by next April.” 

“Business managers and staff can assist with the 
inventory and assessment of Y2K-affected devices 
by helping to identify equipment that may use 
embedded chips. Business areas can also provide 
ideas on how to best upgrade devices,” said Brook. 

The process of upgrading targeted microchip 
devices will have the least possible impact to 
customer services. 

If you have questions or information about 
embedded chip devices, contact Steve Brook, 503/ 
986-4061. (Written by Tracey Ludvik, Y2K com- 
munication coordinator, 503/986-3205. ) 


ervice award 


35 years 
Penny Olson, data entry operator, Salem. 


30 years 
Linda Burnett, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Salem. 
Anthony DeLorenzo, principal executive/man- 
ager F, Salem. 


25 years 

Craig Calaba, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Harold Eubanks, research analyst 3, Salem. 

Jack Himebaugh, highway maintenance worker, 
Coos Bay. 

David Johnson, highway maintenance specialist, 
Grants Pass. 

Roy Mallory, highway maintenance specialist, 
Enterprise. 

Robert Warberg, fiscal coordinator 2, Salem. 


20 years 

Connie Dalke, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Victor Dodier Jr., principal contributor 1, Salem. 

Stephen Gallier, program representative 1, Salem. 

George Garcia, principal executive/manager B, 
Salem. 

Jerry Gausnell, environmental program coordi- 
nator 2, Roseburg. 

James Greiner, highway maintenance specialist, 
Condon. 

Mitzi Hays, motor vehicle representative 2, 
Dallas. 

Calvin Kern, highway maintenance specialist, 
Klamath Falls. 

Willard Stephens, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Santiam Junction. 

Dan Wright, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Salem. 

Pat Zielinski, office specialist 2, Salem. 


15 years 
Lena Adams, highway maintenance specialist, 
Albany. 
Scott Bassett, program technician 2, Salem. 
Donald Bedard, highway maintenance worker, 
Pendleton. 


lee ter >> 


Stan Porter and Walt McAllister — Salem, from 
Lt. Robert Miller, OSP. Stan and Walt spoke to 
14 schools about sober graduation programs 
over 2 1/2 weeks. “On behalf of the Oregon State 
Police, and especially the citizens of Oregon, I 
want to express our appreciation for the assis- 
tance you provided. You are professionals and 
an asset to the community.” 

Sam Wilkins and Bill Coles — The Dalles, from 
Rod Ingram, acting director of the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. “Your help in locating sup- 
plies, loan of equipment and technical advice has 
greatly aided ODFW in reopening the access 
road on the Lower Deschutes Management Area 
for public, emergency and administrative use. I 
believe this is an outstanding example of how 
state agencies can work together to benefit the 
public.” 

Steven Karpstein — Brothers, Rick and Carol 
Black, Colorado. “Thanks bunches for the bolt. 
It’s still holding our alternator and fan belt in 
place.” 

Charlie Landes — Salem, from Ed and Maxine 
Stanfill, Florence. Mr. and Mrs. Stanfill ran out 


Paul Christianson, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Klamath Falls. 

Ronald Cox, highway maintenance specialist, 
Salem. 

Susan Kelley, administrative specialist 2, Bend. 

Ronald Morris, highway maintenance specialist, 
Klamath Falls. 

Terry Trussell, engineering specialist 1, Bend. 

Bruce Widener, highway maintenance specialist, 
Tillamook. 


10 years 

Terry Bailey, highway maintenance specialist, 
Parkdale. 

Carolyn Biggins, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

Denise Billings, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Bart Cotta, highway maintenance specialist, 
Hunter Creek. 

Supagreprn Dejanakul, associate transportation 
engineer, Bend. 

Sandra Erzen, public service representative 2, 
Portland. 

Vicki Gaska, engineering specialist 2, Salem. 

Allen Grigsby, heavy equipment mechanic, Salem. 

Gail Kominek, executive support specialist 2, 
Salem. 

Larry Luckman, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
Salem. 

Felix Martinez, highway maintenance specialist, 
Warrenton. 

Andrea Mascoe, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Marla Miller, public service representative 4, 
Portland. 

Donald Morris, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Larry Trieblehorn, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Moro. 

Jacquelyn Turner, public service representative 4, 
Farewell Bend. 

Janet Weathers, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Richard Wilson, highway maintenance specialist, 
Madras. 

Brenda Woodley, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Daniel Wright, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Karen Wrightson, highway maintenance specialist, 
Maupin. 


of gas on Highway 34. Charlie gave them enough 
gas to get to Waldport. “We appreciate the kind- 
ness of Mr. Landes as we were in a dangerous 
situation on a blind corner.” 

Gregg Ward and Edward Driscoll — Clackamas, 
from David Phillips, Clackamas County. “We 
truly appreciate the exemplary performance you 
demonstrated during Clackamas County’s Road 
Maintenance Worker Testing program. Your skill 
and expertise contributed greatly to the success of 
the program and we especially appreciate your 
willingness to work during the weekend.” 

Harriett Spitler — Springfield, from Aaron 
Chernov, Las Vegas, Nev. “I hit a pothole on In- 
terstate 5 and she took me under her wing and 
steered me in the right direction to get the prob- 
lem corrected. I will never forget her helpfulness 
and courteousness. It made a big impression on 
me. She is truly one the state of Oregon can be 
proud of.” 

Arlington Maintenance and Cindy Johnson — 
from R.M. Bentley, Portland. Mr. Bentley 
thanked the crew and Cindy for the good work on 
Interstate 84 between Arlington and The Dalles. 


Penny Olson 


Linda Burnett 


Dan Erdt — Milwaukie, from Twila Souers, Eu- 
gene. Dan helped Ms. Souers when she had a 
flat. “Mr. Erdt is an outstanding human being 
and is also an outstanding representative for 
the department.” 

Mike Spaeth — Grants Pass, from R. L. 
Sollenbarger, Cave Junction. Mr. Sollenbarger 
thanked Mike for his help in reducing a speed 
limit. “He is a dedicated employee of ODOT 
and is very concerned about traffic safety in 
Josephine County.” 

Bonnie Pierovich, Susan Kelley and Ron Jones 
— Salem, from Sgt. Michael Buckman and Se- 
nior Trooper Chris Matlock, Oregon State Po- 
lice. “We are writing this letter to commend 
your training staff. We have had the pleasure of 
attending Motor Carrier Transportation 
classes, first for Level II Truck Inspector and 
most recently for Level I Truck Inspector. 
These three instructors were very knowledge- 
able and very helpful in passing this knowledge 
along. They have increased our enthusiasm in 
Motor Carrier Transportation safety.” 


Cuts 100-mile detour 


Savings used to improve Highway 26 for trucks 


or the past 30 years, trucks more than 57 feet 

long were not allowed in the canyon on U.S. 
26 between Unity and Ironside. Tight, narrow 
curves caused by three rock overhangs prevented 
truck travel. But thanks to a budget under-run by 
District 14, the length restriction — and the 
negative impact it has on surrounding communi- 
ties — will be lifted in early 1998. 

Tests showed it was impossible for trucks to 
negotiate the curves in the canyon without their 
trailers crossing the center lane. Instead of passing 
through the seven-mile canyon, an average of 33 
trucks per day makes detours of between 100 and 
160 miles. Although the restriction makes the 
canyon safer for motorists, it is an economic 
hardship to the area’s 750 citizens, according to 
District 14 Manager Bob Graham. 

“The restriction makes it more expensive for 
local log, hay, and cattle truck drivers to get their 
products to market. It also means consumers in 
the area are paying more for goods that need to 
be trucked into their communities,” said Graham. 

Long aware of the problems in the canyon, 
ODOT was unable to allocate funding because of 
the highway’s low traffic volume — 320 vehicles 
per day. Grant applications by Baker County and 
District 14 to state and federal agencies proved 
unsuccessful. Last year though, District 14 had a 


budget under-run and designated $100,000 of 
their savings toward rock overhang removal and 
lane widening necessary to lift the length restric- 
tion. 

Two of the three rock overhangs were removed 
by late summer. Unfortunately, the last overhang 
needed to be drilled and blasted, and under the 
least-cost policy for public improvements, 
Graham had to solicit bids from private contrac- 
tors. No acceptable bids were submitted and the 
project is on hold until early 1998. 


Although he is disappointed by the delay, 
Graham is proud of what District 14 accom- 
plished. 

“This project means a lot to the communities of 
Unity and Ironside, and it is a project everybody 
in the district helped make possible. By efficiently 
managing our resources we have been better able 
to serve the needs of our customers. That’s 
something we should all be proud of,” Graham 
said. (Written by Scott Fairley, Region 5 public 
information representative, 541/963-3177.) 9 


Driver and Motor Vehicle Services 
Retirement Reception 


December 11, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Salem DMV Headquarters Building, 1905 Lana Ave. N.E. 


All DMV retirees are invited. 


_ TranScript is the monthly newletter of the 
Oregon Department of Transportation. 
TranScript’s mission is to share ODOT news 


with employees and others interested in the 


department’s activities. 
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ODOT’s Team Safety enjoyed its 
biggest and most successful event 
ever, thanks to the staff and students 
of Chapman Middle School in 
Sheridan. The safety presentation, 
intended for 350, blossomed into an 
all-district event as word spread 
throughout Sheridan that Top Fuel 
Driver Cristen Powell was the 
featured speaker. Approximately 800 
people attended. Powell, center, 
made many new fans. 

Team Safety Coordinator Rich 
Bailey kicked off the event by talking 
about safety and the importance of 
safety belts and bike helmets. Sports 
Reporter Ann Schatz of Portland’s KOIN-TV then 
gave Powell a dynamic introduction calling her 
“one of the greatest women athletes we have had in 
our state.” Dressed in her racing uniform, Powell 
took the stage and spoke on safety. Bailey and 
retired ODOT employee Jeff Drago also brought 
their race cars to the event. 


